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the Atlantic was soon to be matched by the still
greater gap Drake was to make on the European
side by destroying the Spanish Armada and
thus securing that mightiest of ocean highways
through which the hosts of emigration afterwards
poured into a land endowed with the goodly
heritage of English liberty and the English tongue.

The year of Drake's return (1586) was no less
troublous than its immediate predecessors. The
discovery of the Babington Plot to assassinate
Elizabeth and to place Mary on the throne, sup-
ported by Scotland, France, and Spain, proved
Mary's complicity, produced an actual threat of
war from France, and made the Pope and Philip
gnash their teeth with rage. The Roman Catholic
allied powers had no sufficient navy, and Philip's
credit was at its lowest ebb after Drake's devastat-
ing raid. The English were exultant, east and
west; for the True Report of a Worihie Fight per-
formed in the voiagefrom Turkie by Five Shippes of
London against 11 gallies and twofrigais of the King
of Spain at Pantalarea, within the Straits [of Gib-
raltar] Anno 1586 was going the rounds and
running a close second to Drake's West India
achievement. The ignorant and thoughtless, both